brotherhood; the official Marxist inter-
pretation posited Zizka as the leader
of a proletarian revolution and the
Hussites as communists avant le mot.
In 1953, Klement Gottwald,
(zechoslovakia's first communist pres-
ident, died. The Monument was given
a macabre Soviet-style twist,

becoming a venue for the public
display of Gottwald's (poorly)
embalmed remains and those of two
successors, Bas-reliefs celebrating class
warlare in the approved socialist-
realist style were added to the
building’s massive doors, "

After communism’s fall in 1989,
Vitkov Hill and Zizka's statue
languished as little-visited reminders
of the recent totalitarian past. The
remains of Gottwald, et al were
reburied elsewhere. Nonetheless, an
aftertaste lingered. Most adult Czechs
could not consider the Monument
without thinking of Gottwald’s horrifi-
cally mummified body, while the bas-
reliefs made it one of Prague’s most
hated landmarks. Minor renovations
were undertaken in the 1990s, but the
maonument's future use and owner-
ship remained murky.

In May 2007, the Czech National
Museum, which had taken possession
of the Vitkov memaorial site seven
yedrs earlier, began a massive
Can$10 million, two-year reconstruc-
tion project. Prague temporarily
lost one of its dominating features as
restorationists dismantled the
weather-beaten statue. According to
Karel Ksandr, the National Museum's
deputy director, its inner construction
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was very badly damaged due to
specifics in the original design. “There
are two problematic areas,” Ksandr
explained, “first, the horse’s legs,
which contain support structures, saw
a lot of condensation and freezing of
water over the years, cracking the
sculpture’s surface. The other is that
the statue itself 1s made up of thirty-
nine separate bronze plates, joined by
steel screws from 1950 which are now
heavily rusted.” After repairs, Ksandr
said, the statue is to be returned to its
appomted spot,”

On October 8, 2005, Czech Prime
Minister Jin Paroubek held a cere-
mony at Zizka's statue marking the
581" anmiversary of the Hussite
general's death. His remarks suggested
a new ideological context for Zizka's
victory. Paroubek expressed concern
about government corruption, shady
business practices, and organized
crime plaguing the Czech Republic
following the disappearance of
communism, Paroubek held up
Zizka as a moral exemplar who
fought selflessly against institu-
tional greed and immorality.

“We Czechs, who have an
unshakeable Hussite belief in
human brotherhood, dignity
and social justice in the very
foundations of our traditions,”
declared Paroubek, "must stand
up to ... aggressiveness and
malice impelled by the thirst
for money.™"”

Vitkov's transformation is to
be marked by an opening cere-
mony planned for October 28,

2009, the 91" anniversary of
Czechoslovakia's independence
from Austria-Hungary. As a fron-
lispiece to an envisioned
“Museum Mile” featuring
national, rallroad, and military
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museums, Kafka's creation and Zizka's
legacy will be reintegrated into the
larger context of Czech history —as
freely constructed by the Czechs them-
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nized religion. The 2005 Eurobarometer poll
found that 350 of Czechs stated they did not
believe in God, spirit, or life forces and only
19% claimed to believe in Cod, surpassing in
Furope only Estonia’s 169, These statistics are
distinct from Slovakia, where 9% of the
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Billboard detailing the the
Vitken monument's fenoe
tion, February 22, 2008,
Prague. Photo: Vicioe
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Soviet-style bas-reliofs wene
reproved from the Vitkoe
manument’s doors & pan
of the site’s renovation
Prague. Febnuary 22, 2008
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Artist Antonin PELC mackad
the endless arguments by
Czechoslovak politicians aoou
what Bohumil Kafka's siatue
shauld look like, On the left b
satinzes the seff-interested
suggestions of Jin Stribew
(using it to promate his o
business) and Konrad Heilen,
and he ndicules Frantsek
Urdzal's preference for a samy
Zizka camying a Bible. The
iarger cartoon at nght sarcast:
cally suggests that the Meister
of Commerce might insteac
prefer a statue that could s
as a money-making refresh
ment stand, From: Sominty
2apomniry.



